
FARMERS EARN SIGNIFICANT INCOME 
FROM THEIR SALES TO THE WFP:

CONSOLIDATED IMPACT INDICATORS 
OF LOCAL PURCHASES AND CASH 
TRANSFERS

12,000 JOBS CREATED IN 10 YEARS

Within the framework of an agreement between ECLAC and the WFP, a method 
was designed to estimate the economic impact of local institutional purchases 
of food and cash transfers. This method has been used in different countries and 
procurement programs. This note presents the results obtained in the case of 
purchases and monetary transfers made by the World Food Program in Türkiye.

Local purchase: products 
purchased by the WFP in the 
same beneficiary country. It is 
composed of locally produced 
food and food previously 
imported by other actors, either 
as processed products or as raw 
material that is processed in the 
same country.

Local product: product 
purchased locally by the WFP 
and which is also produced 
locally, i.e. in the same 
beneficiary country. It can be 
produced by small, medium or 
large national producers.
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The universe of suppliers of local 
products purchased by the WFP 
would amount to an annual 
average of about 5,900 producers.

Each producer would receive an average annual gross 
income and gross margin of USD 7,280 and USD 2,647 
for their sales to the WFP, respectively.

The food that would be most widely distributed, in 
terms of employment and income for farmers, would 
be vegetable oil, which, although only 34% is sourced 
from local sunflower seed, generates good income for 
farmers, and work mainly in the industrial link.

Processed tomato and canned chicken are products 
that distribute income to farmers and employment at 
the local level in important proportions, however, the 
purchase of these products by the WFP is currently 
very low compared to wheat flour and vegetable oil, 
which is why their impacts are discrete.

The total economic income of farmers from the sale  
of local products amounts to an annual average of  
USD 41 million.
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What is the economic impact generated by WFP’s 
local food purchases and cash transfers in Türkiye 
over the past 10 years?

There is a significant gap between local purchase 
and local products, which constitutes an opportunity 
that can be captured: the low percentage of local 
product means that a significant proportion of the 
products purchased by the WFP in Türkiye correspond 
to products imported by other agents, mainly as raw 
material and, to a lesser extent, as processed products. 
Within the WFP vendors, the wheat flour and split peas 
industries are almost entirely sourced from imported 
raw material; the vegetable oil industry is 66% sourced 
from imported sunflower seed; while bulgur, tomatoes 
and chickens are mainly sourced from local production. 
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Local purchases generated an annual average of 
approximately 1,200 equivalent jobs (FTE), of which 
58% corresponded to jobs in primary agricultural 
production and the remaining 42% to jobs in the food 
processing industry. 

Monetary transfers for the purchase of food generated 
an annual average of 37 equivalent jobs

The term “Full-Time Equivalent 
Worker” (FTE) is used to compare 
and standardize the working hours 
of employees who work part-time 
in relation to those who work full-
time. The specific definition of a “full-
time equivalent worker” may vary 
depending on the labor laws and 
practices of each country or company 
but is generally calculated using a 
formula that takes into account the 
number of hours worked part-time 
compared to the standard working 
hours of a full-time employee in the 
same position or category.
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More thanThere is interesting coverage in 
terms of surface area and producers 
involved, thanks to the purchase of 
local products.

would have been cultivated 
annually to supply the seven 
selected products, which 
corresponds to 0.25% of the 
cultivated area in the country
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